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Committee on the Rights of the Children
General comment N 0.14 (2013) on the right of the child to have his or her best interests

taken as a primary consideration (art.3,p ara.1)

Child -rights impact assessment (C RIA )

99. As mentioned above, the adoption of all measures of implementation should also follow
a procedure that ensures that the child’s best interests are a primary consideration. The child-
rights impact assessment (CRIA) can predict the impact of any proposed policy, legislation,
regulation, budget or other administrative decision which affect children and the enjoyment
of their rights and should complement ongoing monitoring and evaluation of the impact of
measures on children’s rights. CRIA needs to be built into Government processes at all levels
and as early as possible in the development of policy and other general measures in order to
ensure good governance for children’s rights. Different methodologies and practices may be
developed when undertaking CRIA. At a minimum, they must use the Convention and its
Optional Protocols as a framework, in particular ensuring that the assessments are
underpinned by the general principles and have special regard for the differentiated impact
of the measure(s) under consideration on children. The impact assessment itself could be
based on input from children, civil society and experts, as well as from relevant Government
departments, academic research and experiences documented in the country or elsewhere.
The analysis should result in recommendations for amendments, alternatives and

improvements and be made publicly available.
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COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
GENERAL COMMENT No. 5 (2003) General measures of implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6)

Monitoring implementation - the need for child impact assessment and evaluation

45. Ensuring that the best interests of the child are a primary consideration in all actions
concerning children (art. 3 (1)), and that all the provisions of the Convention are respected
in legislation and policy development and delivery at all levels of government demands a
continuous process of child impact assessment (predicting the impact of any proposed law,
policy or budgetary allocation which affects children and the enjoyment of their rights) and
child impact evaluation (evaluating the actual impact of implementation). This process
needs to be built into government at all levels and as early as possible in the development
of policy.

46. Self-monitoring and evaluation is an obligation for Governments. But the Committee
also regards as essential the independent monitoring of progress towards implementation
by, for example, parliamentary committees, NGOs, academic institutions, professional
associations, youth groups and independent human rights institutions (see paragraph 65
below).

47. The Committee commends certain States which have adopted legislation requiring the
preparation and presentation to parliament and/or the public of formal impact analysis
statements. Every State should consider how it can ensure compliance with article 3 (1) and
do so in a way which further promotes the visible integration of children in policy-making

and sensitivity to their rights.
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