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Children’s participation in government decisions
across the European Union

“If you are doing semething for a child, it is useless asking adults. You first need fo reach out to the child
to see what they want" from Malta®

This is a short report about our research on children’s participation in government
decisions and political life acrass Europe.

Children have a right to share their ideas. Governments should make sure that they reach
out to hear from all children who want to be heard.

Governments should use children’s ideas to help make decisions. This includes decisions
about laws, policies, services and government spending. We investigated what has been
happening in relation to children’s participation in the European Union, from 2012-2020
How and where did we invesfigate?

We looked at children’s participation in government decisions

28 countries, and at a local level in 10 countries.

internationally, nationally in

We ran focus groups to hear from 224 children and young people in Bulgaria, Cyprus,
Finland, Germany, Ireland, Malta, the Netheﬂands Por!uga\ Sluvema and SDaln We
interviewed 64 adults. We also read

Alist of the participation opportunities we found is here.

cep them a only use country
“ﬁmmmhwﬂnﬁrﬂm Ian NEwad il by sy
other advisors. Thi was written b

mes
ompsny caled RAND Europe with el fom young peopk n Eroctdd's ridres Counc
Eurochild's Children's Council and Cath Larkins with illustrations by James Mur ntact info@penCom ey

Study on children’s participation in EU political and democratic life
How are children sharing their ideas with governments?

Children tell their ideas to governments through councils, parliaments, forums, panels,

conferences, research, web discussions, creative activities, campaigns and strikes.

Child and youth councils and parliaments have existed since the 1940s. Coundils now exist i}’
in 27 countries, nationally and at a local level. There are opportunities to share opinions
about EU policy too. In 13 countries there are child or youth parliaments. Council and
parliaments are organised in lots of different ways. Parliaments are often yearly education
activities, where children can make recommendations. In 6 parliaments children can
propose new laws.

475
&

Semetimes parliaments and councils have strong connections and regular meetings with
local, national and international governments or politicians. Some participation
opportunities are provided by Children’s Or 1s and L
Mare could be done to help children share their ideas with governments.

“We do not understand the language the adults speak, we cannot pitch | -
the idea ... their talks and meetings are so boring” Bulgaria

“Help is best from @ person with experience and knowledge of
participation, regardless of age” Cyprus

“Parficipate and you learn by participating” Spain

What can help?
Safe spaces and relaxed meetings
Web platforms reporting children’s ideas to governments
Children taking the lead
Setting up movements like Fridays for Future
« Groups of children connecting and working togeth
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/accessible_version_of_child_partici

pation_report_final_10.02.2021_v0.3.pdf
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