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In London, a famously rainy city, no one used an umbrella until the mid-18th
century.

A children’s picture book titled “Jonas Hanway’s *Scurrilous, *Scandalous,
*Shockingly *Sensational Umbrella” vividly portrays a *stubbornly eccentric man
whom society frowned upon for walking around the city in the rain under an
umbrella.

Using an umbrella in the rain seems a perfectly natural act.

However, people would use this type of portable shade only for protection from
the sun back in those days.

In ancient times, such a device was used to enhance the authority of rulers.
Women had also used similar instruments as accessories since the early modern
period.

Hanway, a British businessman, was ridiculed for using an umbrella for
protection from the rain.

*Unfazed, he continued using an umbrella in the rain for 30 years, helping
popularize the practice.

I wondered how things are now in London regarding umbrellas and found
through personal connections a Japanese woman who has been living there for 24
years.

“Londoners are surprisingly unwilling to use an umbrella,” she said. “Many
prefer wearing a raincoat and walk without an umbrella, even in a downpour.”

Umbrellas are just a *nuisance for London citizens apparently because they are
useless for protecting them from drizzling rain coming from the sides and
underneath.

() *Scurrilous: Ffu72 *Scandalous: Hp9 <& *Shockingly: O\& <
*Sensational: AB&73H 72 *stubbornly: Ji# [E |2 *Unfazed: 05 E722 0
*nuisance: U< %

(8t  The Asahi Shimbun Asia & Japan Watch, June 13, 2022.)
(7KFRFE 7 23-1396 B H ¥ IfHIC IR Clisi 5 Z L 225U B)
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