Proposed Revision for Japan’s National Action Plan to End Violence Against Children (Summary)

March 2026

@ The National Action Plan (NAP) was originally formulated in August 2021, after joining a global framework (formerly GPeVAC). This is the first revision

in four fiscal years.

@ The contents have been updated considerably to take into account the launch of the Children and Families Agency, establishment of a system for
gathering children’s views (Kodomo Wakamonoxlken Plus), enforcement of the Basic Act on Children’s Policy, enactment of the Prevention of Sexual
Violence Against Children Act, and the progress of various other initiatives by various ministries and agencies since the current plan was formulated.

@ In addition, from a children-centered perspective, the names have been changed to make them easier for children to understand, and graphs, tables,

and images have been incorporated to make the plan easier to read.

@ Opinions from civil society and children were actively incorporated into the revision process.

|l. Preface

® Given its inclusion in the SDGs, ending violence against children is a
challenge that the international community should tackle together.
Japan has been actively involved in international efforts, such as by
participating in a global framework.

® The launch of the Children and Families Agency, enforcement of the
Basic Act on Children’s Policy, international trends, and other factors
are taken into account in revising the NAP. By implementing the plan,
efforts to end violence against children will continue to be advanced,
and sharing information about Japan’s efforts will help increase
momentum in ending violence against children around the world.

Il. Progress Since the Formulation of the NAP and

Priority Issues

® Although much progress has been made under the NAP, many
challenges remain. Measures will continue to be advanced against
abuse, sexual exploitation, etc., sexual violence, bullying, and
corporal punishment as priority issues. Awareness regarding the
rights of children will also be promoted.

lll. The Rights of Children and Incorporating Children’s

Views
® The expression of children’s views is one of the four principles of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), and the revision of the NAP
will also use the Children and Families Agency’s Kodomo
Wakamono lken Plus to gather and incorporate the views of children
and young people.

IV. Current Situation of Each Issue and the NAP

(1) Abuse

(Current situation) Number of abuse consultations at Child Guidance
Centers: 205,044 (2020) — 223,691 (2024)

® Preventing child abuse by providing seamless support, from pregnancy
to child-rearing, and working to detect child abuse early by disseminating
information about the National Child Consultation Hotline

® Promptly securing safety and providing appropriate protection when child
abuse is detected

® Providing protection and support for abused children based on the
principle of prioritizing child-rearing at home

® By fiscal year 2026, Child and Family Centers will be established in all
municipalities across the country, and 7,390 child welfare officers will be
assigned to Child Guidance Centers nationwide.

® Promoting close cooperation among relevant organizations, such as
schools, Child Guidance Centers, and the police




(2) Sexual exploitation, etc. and sexual violence

(4) Corporal punishment

(Current situation) Number of arrests for child prostitution offenses, etc.:

4,210 (2020) — 4,850 (2024)

(Current situation) Disciplinary action related to corporal punishment, etc.
485 (2020) — 419 (2024)

® Preparing enforcement and steady implementation of the Prevention of
Sexual Violence against Children Act

® Vigorously promoting the Plan for the Prevention of Sex Crimes Against
Children 2022

® Promoting Life safety education and responding to crimes caused by
social media as well as new forms of abuse, such as sexual deep
fakes

® Promoting measures to prevent recidivism in cooperation with local
governments

® Establishing a consultation system to make it easy for children to seek
advice and providing comprehensive support

® Development of an environment that provides safe and secure internet
use for young people

(3) Bullying

(Current situation) Number of acknowledged cases of bullying: 517,163
(2020) — 769,022 (2024)

® Preventing bullying through improved education on bullying prevention,
providing psychological care for affected students, and early detection
and swift action through the establishment of a system that makes it
easy for students to seek advice

® Taking into account the issues of cyberbullying and the posting and
spreading of videos of violent acts on social media, promoting
appropriate understanding among teachers and staff regarding how to
respond to cyberbullying and enhancing information ethics education

® Preventing recurrences of serious bullying situations through
investigations, etc.

® Corporal punishment at schools: Implementing notifications and training
sessions, including the prevention of inappropriate instruction, and fully
disseminating the Comprehensive Guidelines for Promoting School
Club Activity Reform and Community Club Activities

® Corporal punishment at home: Promoting child-rearing without corporal
punishment in light of the ban on corporal punishment under the revised
Child Welfare Act and revision of the Civil Code’s disciplinary provisions

® Corporal punishment in sports: Training coaches based on the revised
Basic Act on Sport and disseminating the Governance Code for
National Sport Federation Members and other guidelines

V. Implementation of the NAP

® Under a framework that allows discussions not only within the
government but also with civil society, etc., the public and private
sectors will work together to evaluate and monitor the implementation of
the NAP annually. The implementation status will also be
communicated at international conferences. A review will be carried out
around 2030. Consideration will be given into incorporating children’s
views for future reviews.
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